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Chuck Olson: Visual Histories

Hours:
Tuesday through Friday: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Weekends: 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Closed Mondays
Admission is free

Artist Statement

The work presented in this exhibition, like my recent work in general, continues to explore
the nature of curiosity through a confrontation with an object. The result is often a “painted
sculpture” placed in the ideal environment of painting’s canvas. Initially, the forms are
derived from sources of exploration – the museum, the archaeological dig, the attic, or the
flea market. Here the intelligence, experience, and, most importantly, the sense of wonder
of the viewer is focused on an object. At that moment we stop and understanding and
curiosity is deeper.

I see this act as an oasis in an age of distraction and overload where the medium of painting
can further reinforce the importance of stopping and reflecting. Painting is a process
through which an image is built, where the essence of decision is reflected in broad
passages of color or in a quick contradiction in thick paint. All arguments are present and
this process of seeing challenges the anesthetized eye of our electronic landscape. Each
image is worked to place the viewer alone with the “object” at the end of their pilgrimage to
view it.

The artistic, creative process is a mysterious process. Robert Motherwell’s metaphor of
artists as “blind swimmers” is accurate. As an artist, I don’t want to be the “master” of my
work. The objects that an artist makes, creates, should have more possibilities, more
mysteries, more knowledge than the artist.

Chuck Olson
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Chuck Olson, Carte Baroque, 2006

“Throughout the work of Olson, there is to be discerned a striving to identify the significant...the question
is the philosophical one, ‘What is important?’ In his latest work the search has become complex, political
and cerebral."
-Graham Shearing, art critic and writer, Visual Histories: Selected Paintings by Charles Olson

Chuck Olson, Power/Desire, 2005
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The Southern Alleghenies Museum of Art is honored to
present Chuck Olson: Visual Histories. This exhibition
features the most recent body of Olson’s work that
moves beyond the abstract form of earlier imagery and
takes the viewer on a fascinating journey of historical
artifacts and landscapes. Chuck Olson has long been a
part of the Museum’s landscape and we are so pleased
to share with you this exciting new work of such a
valued colleague and collaborator. We hope Visual
Histories will leave a significant mark on you, the view-
er, and we welcome you to a reflective and engaging
gallery exploration. We deeply thank our Director’s
Circle, Museum Associates and Exhibition Patrons, all
of whom support our programming so loyally each year
through our annual operating campaign. And, special
thanks go to St. Francis University who embraces our
mission and vigorously supports the arts in so many
ways. This is certainly proving to be a most welcome
and exciting part of this year’s Museum exhibition
calendar. Enjoy!

Eleanor Hart Feeley
Interim Director
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